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JPS Annual Meeting April 22nd 
To Mark Two Cultural Milestones 


Two major events in the cultural life of the American Jewish community 
—separated by 150 years—will be marked at the 68th Annual Meeting of the 
Jewish Publication Society, which will be held in Philadelphia on April 22, 
1956. The two events symbolize the beginnings and the current achievements 
of American Jewry’s cultural endeavors. 


Symbolizing the early accomplish- 
ments will be a ceremony memorializ- 
ing the founder of the first American 
Jewish Publication Society, Rabbi 

aac Leeser, on the 150th anniversary 

f his birth. To represent the most re- 
cent advance, the JPS Annual Meet- 
ing will witness the burning of the 
mortgage on the Society’s national 
headquarters in Philadelphia. 

Members are urged to write in ad- 
vance for reservations to the dinner 
meeting, which will be held in Phila- 
delphia’s Drake Hotel beginning at 
6:30 P.M. In addition to the two cere- 
monies, which will be marked with ap- 
propriate addresses, the meeting will 
hear reports on JPS progress from the 
Society’s officers and committee chair- 
men. Officers for the coming year will 
be elected. 

Rabbi Leeser, who was born in 
Prussia in 1806 and came to the Unit- 

d States at the age of 17, was one of 

e early giants of American Jewish 
cultural and religious life. He was a 
central figure in the establishment and 
development of a great number of in- 
stitutions, each the first of its kind 
in this country, which became the 
progenitors of some of the key cul- 





tural activities in the community. 
Author and translator of a great va- 
riety of significant volumes, including 
an English translation of the Bible 
which became the standard version used 
in this country until supplanted in 1917 
by the JPS translation, Rabbi Leeser 
was forced to publish a number of his 
works independently, which revealed 
to him the need for a society devoted 
to the publication of books on behalf 
of the community. This led him to be- 
come a founder, in 1845, of the first 
(Continued on page 7) 





AN INVITATION ... 


You are cordially invited to attend 
the 68th Annual Meeting of the Jew- 


ish Publication Society of America, 
which will be held at 6:30 P.M. on 
Sunday, April 22, 1956, in the Drake 
Hotel, 15th and Spruce Streets, Phil- 
adelphia. 

If you cannot attend in person, we 
urge you to do so in spirit by paying 
your membership dues at once so that 
you may be recorded as “present” in 
your support of the Society’s services 
to the cultural life of American Jewry. 


The Officers and Trustees 
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A prophet is not without honor... 





Periodicals Hail Work of Society 


In conjunction with the intensified 
JPS membership campaign, a recent 
editorial which appeared in the Jewish 
Ledger of Hartford, Conn., will be of 
interest : 


The Jewish Publication Society of America 
has just completed its 67th year of publish- 
ing. This Society has long been one of the 
ornaments of American Jewry; and many 
believe that when the hundreds of millions 
of dollars in charity poured forth by this 
community will be forgotten, the few hun- 
dred books published by JPS will still be 
cherished in the libraries of literate Jews 
the world over. 

Indeed, in European Jewry, JPS stands 
today as the outstanding institution of Amer- 
ican Jewry. When an American Jew admires 
the magnificent publications of Britain’s 
Soncino Press, the English Jew replies with 


and laymen in every Jewish community, 
where English is spoken or where the mony 
ments of English-speaking Jewish scholar 
ship are respected and loved. 

Further evidence of the high re- 
gard in which the JPS is held outside 
the U.S. is contained in an item ap- 
pearing in the authoritative London 
Jewish Chronicle. Entitled, ““Need for 
Books,” the Chronicle article said, in 
part: 

American Jewry’s celebration of its tercen- 
tenary is at present directing attention to 
the resources and influence of that great 
community. Among its most admired insti- 
tutions is the Jewish Publication Society of 
America, whose books are justly prized by 
English-speaking and English-reading Jews 
throughout the world. 

It is to be hoped that these objec- 


tive, laudatory assessments of the 
Society’s role will help inspire 2 


sincere modesty: “Yes, but that hardly com- 
pares with your JPS.” 

JPS books are found in every major uni- 
versity library and in the libraries of rabbis 


members to redouble their efforts i 
our current membership campaign. 





New JPS Bookplate Offered to Members; 
Prompt 1956 Membership Payment Urged 
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Wise A specially designed bookplate for JPS 
\ <q members, illustrated at the right in one- 
quarter its actual size, has been prepared 

\ 


& : = \ 
& &\ \ SS) \ by the Society. It is being sent to all mem- 
a, Sy bers as they remit 1956 membership dues 





and make their book selections. Members 
who have not yet returned their 1956 dues 
with their selections are urged to do so 
promptly, so that the Society may plan pro- 
per publishing schedules and assure prompt 
shipment of titles selected. 

One bookplate for each 1956 selection will 
be sent free of charge. Due to the enthusistic 
response to this new JPS service, and the re- 
quests for additional bookplates, the Society 
is happy to announce that these may be 
ordered at nominal cost. 
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history of Jewish-American culture 
will continue to grow with the passage 
of time. He was a short-story writer 
and a novelist and a literary critic 
and a literary historian and a dramatic 
critic, and he was also a teacher and 
a lecturer. He was a man of letters in 
his very chromosomes, in the grand 
literary tradition and throughout his 
entire career. He was a meticulous 
stylist, a story-teller of delicate sensi- 
tivity, and a critic imbued with moral 
fervor. Did his strength lie in his crit- 
ical intelligence rather than in his 
creative gifts? Or was he first and 
foremost a teller of tales? So mem- 
orable were his achievements in both 
realms that one hesitates, especially 
so soon after his death, to offer an 
opinion. 

But on some aspects of his long 


; and honorable career all can agree 
now: by and large he was, in many 


; * 


respects, American Jewry’s greatest 
cultural force for at least a generation, 





Ludwig Lewisohn: Man of Letters 
By CHARLES ANGOFF, Author and Editor 
# Ludwig Lewisohn’s stature in the 


that between the two World Wars. He 
showed the lost Jewish intellectuals 
the way to spiritual health and growth. 
He showed them, by precept and ex- 
ample, that Jewishness was not a paro- 
chial thing to be repressed but a 
glorious heritage to be cherished and 
nourished. And by his own writing 
in virtually every form of literature 
he proved that this heritage could be 
utilized for the creation of lovely and 
enduring works of art. Perhaps more 
than any other individual in the past 
four decades he helped American 
Jews, especially the sad and groping in- 
tellectuals among them, to feel pride 
in the Jewish-American book. 

Just about two weeks before his 
death Dr. Lewisohn put the finishing 
touches to the preface which he wrote 
for his translation of Jacob Picard’s 
Der Gezeichnete. The JPS will publish 
it in 1956 under the title The Marked 
One and Other Stories. (It was pre- 
viously announced as “The Lottery 
Ticket and Other Stories.” ) 








A Best-Selling Juvenile 

STORIES OF KING SOLOMON, by Lil- 
lian S. Freehof, came off press barely 
two months ago, and already more 
than 3,000 copies have been distrib- 
uted to members or sold through 
bookstores. Mrs. Freehof’s companion 
volume, STORIES OF KING DAVID, is 
being reprinted in order to satisfy 
insistent demand. This popularity un- 
derlines the place which these and 
other JPS juveniles have won in the 
esteem of Jewish children and their 
parents. 
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Published quarterly by The Jewish 
Publication Society of America, 222 N. 
Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. Sub- 
scription price 25c per year. Second class 
mail privileges authorized at Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 





A JPS Family Bible, as a mark of the re- 
spect and affection of the Cleveland Jew- 
ish community, is presented to Max 
Freedman, retiring after three years as 
president of the Jewish Community Fed- 
ration of that city. Making the presenta- 
tion is Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
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AMUEL SCHULMAN was nearly 

ninety-two when he died, but he 
had been an old man for only a few 
months. His physical stamina, in- 
deed, had gradually waned, his eye- 
sight had failed progressively until 
he was all but blind; but nearly to 
the last day the powerful intellect and 
the fiery spirit were unimpaired. 

As recently as June of 1952 a din- 
ner was held in his honor under the 
sponsorship of the Jewish Publication 
Society. Dr. Schulman, having eaten 
sparingly in his own apartment, ar- 
rived after the meal. In response to 
the tributes paid him on that occasion, 
he delivered an address that was the 
high point of the evening. It was no 
mere sentimental success. It was a 
restatement of his own philosophy of 
Judaism, in the form of a deft though 
genial critique of a recent book on 
Jewish theology. The reading of the 
book had cost him great effort because 
of his dimming eyes, and he delivered 
his remarks while remaining seated. 
But despite bodily infirmities, the es- 
sential man was fully in evidence. The 
applause he received was an expres- 
sion of gratitude for instruction, not 
of compassionate regard for “the 
broken fragments of the tablets.” 

Samuel Schulman was brought to 
this country as a child of four. His 
family was poor in wordly goods, rich 
in piety and love of learning. He was 
still a little boy when a friend, im- 
pressed by his unusual progress in the 
study of Talmud, offered to send him 
to one of the great Yeshivot of his 
native Russia. But the youngster de- 
clined the opportunity. He had already 
acquired that passionate devotion to 
America which was to remain an es- 
sential element of his life and thought. 


Embraces Reform Judaism 


In the process of growing up, he 
passed through a severe inner strug- 
gle. He broke at length with the or- 
thodoxy in which he had been reared, 
and became a convinced adherent of 


Samuel Schulm: 


By Bernard B: 
Rabbi of the West End Sy: 


Author eo" 





Samuel Schulman 





Reform Judaism. After graduating in 
1885 from the College of the City of 
New York, he accepted a scholarship 
from Temple Emanu-El which en- 
abled him to spend several years 
abroad. At the University of Berlin 
and at the Hochschule fur die Wissen- 
schaft des Judentums he pursued an 
intensive program of Jewish and sec- 
ular studies. In 1889, he returned to 
this country and entered the Reform 
rabbinate. 

His rise was rapid. From Helena, 
Montana, he was soon called to Kansas 
City; and in 1899 he came back to 
New York, first as the associate a 
then as the successor of Kaufma 
Kohler in Temple Beth-El]. After the 
merger with Temple Emanu-E] in 
1927, he served the combined congre- 
gation until his retirement in 1934 
as Rabbi Emeritus. 

His was primarily a preaching min- 
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istry. His profound knowledge and 
enormous range of reading, his in- 
cisive and original mind, and his vivid 
and colorful style made him one of the 
outstanding pulpiteers of his day. The 
solid intellectual substance of his 
sermons was enlivened by his fighting 
spirit. Schulman was not a mild-man- 
nered man, least of all in the pulpit. 
He championed the cause of religion 
against the scientific secularists, the 
originality and eternal validity of 
Judaism against the Christian apolo- 
gists, and the soundness of the Re- 
form philosophy against its tradition- 
alist or nationalist detractors. 


Schulman’s Anti-Zionism 


Schulman was a vigorous anti-Zion- 

t. This term has become so unsavory 
in most quarters that it requires some 
explanation for present-day readers. 
Schulman’s anti-Zionism (and this ap- 
plies to many of his generation) was 
rooted in positive convictions, of 
which his mystic faith in American 
democracy was only one. Even more 
basic was his belief in Judaism as a 
universal religion and in the distinc- 
tive role of the Jewish people as God’s 
messengers to mankind. Zionism ap- 
peared to Schulman as a form of as- 
similationism, which sought to make 
the Jews a nation like other nations 
(kagoyim) instead of a unique people 
among the nations (bagoyim). To re- 
duce the millennial experience of the 


ational survival was in his opinion 


) @iiicn people to a mere struggle for 
a 


tragic misinterpretation. For the 
central fact in the spiritual history 
of mankind, as he read it, was the 
election of Israel. 


This kind of anti-Zionism was in 
no sense an attempt to water down the 


content of Jewish life, and it was ut- 
terly remote from any indifference to 
the welfare of Jews. Schulman there- 
fore participated gladly in the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, and was warmly interested 
in the progress of the Yishuv. He 
vehemently rejected the negativism of 
the American Council for Judaism. 
One of his last public appearances 
was to protest the one-sided judg- 
ments against the State of Israel made 
by the American government and the 
United Nations in the critical junc- 
tures of 1953. “There are times,” he 
said bluntly on that unforgettable oc- 
casion, “when a man must declare 
where he stands. I’m for the Jews.” 

Samuel Schulman served in many 
posts of distinction and responsibili- 
ty. He was President of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis and 
of the Synagogue Council of America. 
For years he was an active member 
of the Commission on Jewish Educa- 
tion; as chairman of its division on 
youth work, he took the initiative in 
launching the National Federation of 
Temple Youth. 


Distinguished Service to JPS 


In 1908, the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis designated him as 
a member of the Board of Editors who 
were to produce a new Bible transla- 
tion. He worked with his dis- 
tinguished colleagues on this board 
for seven years until the new render- 
ing, which has become standard among 
English-speaking Jews, was published. 
This was his first important service 
in the family of the Jewish Publica- 
tion Society. He served for fifty years 
on our Publication Committee. He 
was also on the special board respon- 
sible for the Schiff Classics series, 
and contributed many helpful sugges- 
tions to the scholars who prepared 
these volumes. 

His own literary output was lim- 
ited. He never disciplined himself to 

(Continued on following page) 
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Women’s Committee Holds Successful Luncheon 





More than 200 Philadelphia women en- 
thusiastically attended the first citywide 
meeting held by the Society’s Women’s 
Committee, a luncheon at the Drake Ho- 
tel on November 28. Standing at the JPS 
book exhibit displayed at the luncheon 
meeting are (left to right) Dr. Harry M. 
Orlinsky, chairman of the editorial com- 
mittee which has begun a revision of the 
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English translation of the Bible under JPS 
auspices; Mrs. Harry K. Cohen, co-chair- 
man of the Women’s Committee; Mrs. 
Max L. Margolis, Women’s Committee 
chairman, who presided, and JPS Presi- 
dent Edwin Wolf, 2nd. Dr. Orlinsky spoke 
on the Bible translation project, and 
Wolf presented a brief history of the J 
ish Publication Society’s work and ac- 
complishments. 





Samuel Schulman 
(Continued from previous page) 
the patient labor of scholarly research. 
He preferred to present his ideas 
in living speech rather than by the 
pen. But his published writings con- 
tain much of high value, and they 
ought to be brought together in book 
form. His little pamphlet on Jewish 
Ethics, for example, is a gem. Though 
simple and popular, it is never trite 
or insipid. Every page reveals at once 
the scholarly grasp and the intense 
concern with which the author ap- 
proached his subject. His fifty page 
essay on “Israel” (to be found in the 
1935 Yearbook of the Central Confer- 
ence of American Rabbis) contains 
perhaps his ripest thought on Juda- 
ism, and demonstrates how vital and 
exciting theology can be made. Many 


addresses and reviews, now scattered 
in periodicals and pamphlets, contain 
insights of lasting worth, and should 
be made more readily available. 


His influence will continue not only 
through his writings, but through the 
stimulation and inspiration which he 
gave to all American Jewry. It was 
most appropriate therefore that at the 
dinner mentioned above, the Jewish 
Publication Society announced a series 
of books on the Bible to be published 
through the Samuel Schulman Fund 
for Biblical Studies, provided by mem- 
bers of his congregation. The proje 
is still in the planning stage, es 
it will certainly be carried out in the 
years ahead. It should be a worthy 
tribute to a man who loved all Jewish 
literature, and who revered the Bible 
as God’s revelation to mankind 
through Israel. 
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With the passing of Shmuel Niger, 


) é on the 24th of December, 1955, Yid- 


dish literature lost its greatest master 
in the field of criticism, the most out- 
standing historian of its development, 
and the biographer of its classical writ- 
ers; the Yiddish culture movement has 
lost its spiritual guide who was at the 
same time one of its practical leaders. 

The loss will be felt also in the 
sphere of Anglo-Jewish letters, since 
Niger was one of the few Yiddish writ- 
ers to seek and find positive values in 
Jewish creativity in the English lan- 
guage. He interpreted those values 
and the ideas of their creators to his 
wide reading public. As chairman of 
the Louis LaMed Foundation for the 
Advancement of Hebrew and Yiddish 
Literature, he brought about the grant- 
ing of awards also for works in Eng- 
lish having a bearing on Yiddish and 


participant in the work of the Publica- 


: @ Hebrew. Since 1946 he was an active 


) 


tion Committee of the Jewish Publica- 
tion Society. 

Born in Dukor, White Russia, in 
1883, he received his Jewish education 
in his home town and in the Yeshivot 
of Minsk. This was later fused with a 
broad secular education, and this suc- 
cessful synthesis enabled him to blaze 
trails for Jewish survival and for the 
enlightenment of the Jewish masses. 
At the age of 21 he was one of the 
founders and theoreticians of the Jew- 
ish territorialist movement, and at the 
age of 25 he had already gained wide 
popularity as a critic. Before the out- 
break of World War I, Niger was a 
leading figure in Yiddish letters, hav- 





Shmuel Niger (Samuel Charney) 


By MOSHE STARKMAN, Journalist and Author 


ing to his credit two volumes of criti- 
cal essays, the editorship of the fore- 
most Jewish monthly, Di Yiddish Velt, 
and of the Pinkos, a gigantic quarto 
volume devoted to the research of 
Yiddish, its folklore and its literature. 


Niger left Europe in 1919 and, having 
settled in the United States, became 
one of the most influential molders of 
Jewish public opinion. In the Yiddish 
daily Der Tog he wrote twice weekly 
for 35 years on current Jewish affairs 
and on recent Yiddish books, at the 
same time participating in the leading 
Yiddish periodicals as editor and con- 
tributor, as literary historian in the 
publications of the Yiddish Scientific 
Institute-Yivo and as a guiding spirit 
of Yiddish educational and cultural 
endeavors. In the field of literary criti- 
cism, his verdict was considered final. 


If all Niger’s essays and monographs 
were published between covers, they 
would represent a whole library of lit- 
erary criticism, cultural history and 
a commentary on Jewish affairs during 
the greater part of a half-century. The 
books published during Niger’s life- 
time consist of fourteen volumes, in 
which he set forth his views on Jewish 
existence in the diaspora in the light 
of Jewish national-territorial independ- 
ence in our time. 


The great spiritual heritage left to 
us by Shmuel Niger serves to remind 
us, not only of the great loss which 
our culture has suffered in his sudden 
death, but also that Jewish spiritual 
creativity is the sole basis for a rich 
and productive Jewish life. 








Annual Meeting 
(Continued from page 1) 

.§. Jewish publishing society, a fore- 
runner of the present-day JPS. 

In marking the 150th anniversary 
of Rabbi Leeser’s birth, the Society 
will pay tribute to the men, through- 
out the thirty generations of Ameri- 
can Jewish history, who have worked 


to maintain and to strengthen the 
foundations of Jewish literacy and 
cultural awareness on which the en- 
tire structure of community life is in- 
evitably based. As a signpost of prog- 
ress toward greater cultural stability, 
as the basis for community progress, 
the burning of the JPS mortgage will 
be celebrated. 
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Heschel, Marcus, 


wemoirs of 
america" 


_ 
Jews 1775-1869 
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Major contributions to the understand- 
ing of American Jewish history, Jewish 
thought and 
events in Jewish life are contained in the 
three new volumes offered by the JPS. 

Volume III of Prof. Jacob Marcus’ 
Memoirs of American Jews completes 
this informative and entertaining survey 
of American Jewish history, as seen 
through the writings of the men and wom- 
en who made it. Illustrated, this volume 
contains reminiscences of men like Sal- 
omon de Rothschild, Samuel Gompers and 
others, plus an index to the entire set. 


religious contemporary 


Year Book: 3 New Volumes 





eo 

Prof. Abraham J. Heschel’s God in 
Search of Man: A Philosophy of Judais 
applies to the specific religious insights @ 
Judaism the profound and poetic vi 
of religion developed by this noted schol- 
ar in his earlier, highly-praised Man Is 
Not Alone. 

Vol. 57 of the American Jewish Year 
Book, edited by Morris Fine, features the 
first full historical study of Jewish social 
service in the U. S., plus the surveys and 
data regularly found in this valuable 
standard reference annual on Jewish af- 
fairs, the only one of its kind in the 
world. 
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